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rivalry, disadvantageous only to the Saracens. If the
Hospital performed any notable feat against the Moslems,
said de Molay, the Templars never rested until they had
distinguished themselves at least equally. Such competition
had always existed and still existed, and it would be a dire
misfortune if it disappeared. The praiseworthy rivalry
between the Orders had not taken any form other than a
desire to outshine the other in fame and reputation, and de
Molay professed never to have heard that the Templars and
Hospitallers had come to blows! The proposal had only two
recommendations in his eyes: the first was that the united
Order would be so powerful that no secular prince would
dare to interfere with it 5 the second that economies could be
made in administration.
The statement is very feeble and unconvincing, but de
Molay believed Clement to be entirely satisfied. It was
foolish to confess that the brethren were so unruly and ill-
disciplined that they would oppose an amalgamation because
of petty jealousy, that they would fight bitterly over appoint-
ments, would disobey the Pope and their leaders, and turn
their arms against each other. Had the Grand Master
shown himself favourable towards an alliance, it is possible
—though highly improbable—that the persecution of the
Templars might have been avoided. Philip the Fair had
once thought of combining the two Orders in one great
organisation, to be called the Order of the Knights, with
himself as Grand Master and a provision that all future
Grand Masters should be princes of the ruling house of
France. Even had Philip still wished such a combination,
de Molay's opposition would have ruined the scheme.
Peter Dubois, a lawyer who must rank high among
medieval publicists, had worked out a scheme for using the
possessions of the Temple and Hospital in Christendom.
The military Orders, Dubois argued, had no place in
Europe 5 their duty was to fight the Saracens and they did

